
 
 
 

ESRAG: LOCAL LITTER CLEAN UPS 
 

INTRODUCTION 

A simple action done by many Rotary clubs in support of their local environment is litter picking and 
cleaning up the local beach, river or anywhere where rubbish has been dropped.  Here we illustrate just 
a few examples of such work.  If you would like the work of your club to be mentioned, please send a 
brief report, similar to those below and preferably with photos, to Paul Keeley at 
sgginfo16@gmail.com 

 

LITTER AND HAZARDS TO WILDLIFE 
 
Litter is of concern to us all. It is not only a blight on the British countryside but it is also a danger to 
wildlife - especially objects such as sharp pieces of broken plastic and glass. Some members of North 
Cotswolds Rotary, acting as individuals, pick up litter (safely and with a litter picker) when out 
walking as part of their permitted daily exercise., and we encourage members of the public to do 
likewise. In this way we can all be part of an initiative to keep the Cotswolds - and wherever you 
may live - free of unsightly and hazardous litter. 
 
 

                             
 
The photos above show what one Rotary member picked up along a one-mile stretch of a quiet 
Cotswold country lane. Items collected included over 50 empty wine and other glass bottles (some 
broken), 50+ beer and other drinks cans, plastic bags, crisp packets, discarded sandwich and other 
food trays and pots, plastic water and milk bottles, several wire coat hangers, and much more. These 
were scatted randomly (and not fly- tipped in one place), possibly thrown from a car window over a 
period of time or deliberately dropped by people walking, into long grass along the verges and 
ditches at the foot of a hedge that runs along the length of this Cotswold lane. When these ditches fill 
with rain water in winter much of this debris, if not collected, could eventually end up in the River 
Windrush that flows nearby. Please keep our countryside free of litter - thank you. 

A quiet country lane in North Cotswolds [see below left] 
and a photo of half the haul of rubbish collected along a 
mile stretch of that lane [see right].   



 
 
 
CLUB CLEAN UPS 
 
The Cheam & Sutton Rotary Club ‘environment group’ provide a good illustration of what a single 
club can achieve.  Click here for a copy of their monthly environment newsletter for August 2021, 
which includes not just litter picking, but also the provision of “morsbags” as an alternative to plastic 
bags.  There is also a challenge there to individual rotarians, so well worth a read.  

Other examples of clubs litter picking and clean up activity include Kirkcudbright Rotary Club, who 
braved brisk Scottish weather to complete a local beach clean up.  Here is their report. 

“A hardy team of Rotarians, plus two friendly supporters, took to the beach at Brighouse Bay on 
Monday. They had been alerted by reports that the recent stormy weather had deposited copious 
jetsam at around the high-water mark. Aided by picking tools and bags supplied by the Council the 
team went on the hunt. They collected many bags full of plastic items and sundry rubbish, including 
a discarded two man tent. Clearly the message not to discard uncontrolled waste either on land or 
water needs to be reinforced. 

Keith Bruce, Rotary Kirkcudbright 1 Dec 2020” 

Other clubs have had difficulties in 2020-2021 with lockdown and covid-19.  Here is a beach clean 
up report from the Rotary E-club of West of England. 

 

In March 2020 the Rotary eClub West of England decided it would make the RIBI District 1100 
Conference at Weymouth one of our 2 face to face meetings of the year. Inspired by the reports of 
the successful Beach Cleaning projects held in Barcelona by one of our Club members, it was 
decided that as a Club we would organise and partake in a Beach Clean on the Saturday 
afternoon.  We got in touch with the Weymouth Rotary Club who were very helpful in helping us to 
organise the event. Unfortunately Covid 19 intervened and with the travel ban threatening Club 
members from Europe were unable to travel, and ultimately Conference was cancelled a day or two 
before.  Some Rotarians still decided to take up their hotel bookings. So it was with rather reduced 
numbers Saturday afternoon saw a small group of Rotarians gather on the Beach. The group included 
the then District 1100 Governor Judy Powell. 
 



 
 
 
We suspect that there are many other examples of this sort of activity, so send details of similar club 
activities to the ESRAG website team.  Let us show the public the good work which rotarians are 
doing! 

RECYCLING 

A different approach to the issue of rubbish has been taken by Henley Rotary Club, who have a 
“Rotary Talks Rubbish” project aiming to educate the public about recycling and what can be 
achieved with that approach to rubbish.  Here below is a recent report concerning their project.  

 

HENLEY ROTARY CLUB TALKS RUBBISH 
Visitors to the Market Place in Henley on Saturdays may find themselves being approached by Rotarians 
asking them if they know what they can put in their 'green' recycling bins. Many of them admit to being 
confused about what they can and can't recycle and are grateful for additional advice being provided by 
Henley-on-Thames Rotary Club. 

Under the catchy banner of "Rotary talks Rubbish" the club set up a display in the centre of town giving 
examples of items of household waste that can be recycled. They explained the difference between 
materials that can go in the green bin and those that are not recyclable at the moment. For residents of 
South Oxfordshire, they provided a helpful guide showing which bin to use and what to do with bulkier 
waste items. 

 

  

 

 

Explaining how this came about, Club Secretary Phil Fletcher said "Last year  (2019) we organised an outing 
to the Viridor Energy Recovery Facility at Ardley near Bicester. There we learned that the waste collected in 
black bins is incinerated and generates enough electricity to power the equivalent of 60,000 homes. We 
realised that most people don't know this and assume the rubbish goes into landfill. So, we decided to 
explain this as part of our service to the community."   

 



 
 
 
In preparation for this activity, the Club invited the Recycling Officer from South Oxfordshire District Council 
to speak at one of their meetings. She explained that the Council recycles 64% of household waste and is in 
equal second place amongst English Local Authorities. As well as diverting 95% of the 'black bin' waste from 
landfill to incineration, it also uses the food waste to create methane and generate electricity for another 
4,500 homes. She was able to answer detailed questions from Rotarians which helped them to prepare to 
meet the public and also introduced them to 'Binzone', a smartphone app that explains what to recycle. 

The stand in the town centre has provided Rotary with some positive local publicity, but also posed a 
problem. Peter Thomson, the then Club President explains; "Every local authority has a different recycling 
system, so we had to be careful to give out correct information. The first thing we did was ask members of 
the public whether they were 'locals' or not. If they were from South Oxfordshire we could continue with the 
explanation, otherwise we stopped talking 'rubbish' but were still able to explain what we were doing. Many 
people were interested to see this as an example of a Rotary community service and we hope it has helped 
with attracting new members." 

Phil Fletcher now the District Environmental Team Leader added, “this was good Hands on Rotary providing 
a service to the community and what’s more we gained 3 New Members, it demonstrates; get out talk to the 

public and show people what Rotary does”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   


